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Isaiah 60:1-6        St Luke’s, 9th Dec 2018 
The hope of light       10.00 MP 

 
Introduction 
 
Prophecy in scripture can be like standing on the summit of a high mountain. You’ve arrived at a 
high point, but further peaks beckon. Range after range of peaks disappear into an endless 
panorama which changes with the interplay of light and cloud. There are often several 
interpretations, immediately relevant, or in the distant future. Sometimes one particular fulfilment is 
more defined than another. But always, there on the horizon lies the ultimate and complete 
fulfilment of the prophecy. 
 
Isaiah 60 – its immediate context – the situation of the Jews 
 
The setting is a besieged Jerusalem, conquered and destroyed. Hope is gone because the only reality 
is lonely exile. The once great nation of Israel has become a subservient nation, cruelly devastated 
with all hope extinguished. 
 
A few chapters before, Isaiah had spoken to his fellow-citizens in Jerusalem saying: You’ve drunk 
the cup GOD handed you, the strong drink of his anger. You drank it down to the last drop, 
staggered and collapsed, dead-drunk. And nobody to help you home, no one among your friends or 
children to take you by the hand and put you in bed. You’ve been hit with a double dose of trouble: 
does anyone care? Assault and battery, hunger and death: will anyone comfort? Your sons and 
daughters have passed out, strewn in the streets like stunned rabbits. (Is 51:17b-20) 
 
The capital, Jerusalem and its nation are laid waste and only pessimism can rule the day. This is the 
immediate situation that Isaiah’s prophecy speaks to. 
 
The passage talks about (among other things)  

 Light  
 A city  
 The nations  
 The wealth of nations 

 
1. A bit of Bible Study 
 
a. The Biblical theme of light 
 
Right at the start of the Bible’s story, we read …Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness 
was over the surface of the deep … and God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.  
 
Light is an essential pre-requisite of the character and person of God. John says in his first epistle 
that … God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
The same apostle John says in the prologue to his Gospel:  The light shined in the darkness. John’s 
assumption is that darkness covered the entire world. Into this darkling world, Jesus was born into 
the blackness of a Judaean night and into the gloom of a world where unbelief and disobedience to 
God’s ways predominated. 
 
God created light and his creatures chose darkness and lived in the darkness of a godless creation. 
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b. The Biblical theme of the city 
 
After the fall when Adam and Eve were expelled from Eden and the presence of God, Cain, their 
older son murdered his brother, Abel, and fled. The writer tells us that Cain went out and lived in 
the land of Nod, east of Eden… where he built a city (Gen 4:16-17) a place where he hid from God 
and lived his life as he wanted to. Cities since then have been places of darkness, political deals, 
financial manipulation, crime, murder, places where one fears to walk alone and the search for trust 
and integrity is never-ending.  
 
The biblical picture of the city is of a place where men and women hide from God and live their 
own self-centred lives of acquisition and isolation, leading so often to the violence we see in our 
cities today. 
 
c. The Biblical theme of the nations 
 
When the Bible talks of nations, it speaks of empire building, conquest and domination. 
 
Genesis 10 tells us that … Nimrod was the first great warrior on Earth. He was a great hunter 
before GOD. His kingdom got its start with Babel; then Erech, Akkad, and Calneh in the country of 
Shinar. From there he went up to Asshur and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, and Resen between 
Nineveh and the great city Calah. 
 
The writer continues …The Canaanites spread out, going from Sidon toward Gerar, as far south as 
Gaza, and then east all the way over to Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, and on to Lasha. 
 
And after all his thinking and praying, all the Psalmist could say was: Why do the nations 
conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together 
against the Lord. (Psalm 2:1-2) 
 
The Biblical picture of the nations of this world is of conquest, domination, self-aggrandisement 
and empire-building, with no reference to the fact there is a greater power and a greater throne. 
 
d. The Biblical theme of wealth 
 
The Bible’s picture of wealth is of a magnet that pulls people to its acquisition. Wealth and the 
desire for wealth is an addiction because it apparently promises satisfaction and security. Moses on 
one mountain was told that coveting was a sin. Disciples sitting on another mountain were told that 
to serve God and wealth at the same time was an impossibility. 
 
The phantasy that wealth can bring security and prestige, says the Bible, is a virus that has infected 
the whole of humanity. 
 
The preacher states that the name of the Lord is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are 
safe. Oh yes, he says, but then continues mischievously, The wealth of the rich is their fortified city; 
they imagine it a wall too high to scale. (Prov 18:10-11) 
 
OK – that’s a brief look at those four Biblical themes. Now let’s go to our passage for today, taking 
those four themes and see what God has to say to his people and to us through his servant Isaiah, 
the prophet. 
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2. Isaiah’s prophecy 
 
a. The Hope of Light – 60:1-2 
 
‘Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 
2 See, darkness covers the earth 
    and thick darkness is over the peoples, 
but the LORD rises upon you  and his glory appears over you. 
 
The darkness which covers the earth will be lit up by the brilliance of the light which dawns as the 
glory of the Lord rises upon his creation. 
 
That promise of light was partially fulfilled by the return of the Jews to their homeland and the 
building of the new temple, where God was believed to dwell in unapproachable light and glory. 
 
But there was a far great fulfilment to come. When Jesus was born, light flooded the Judaean hills, 
and the light shone in the darkness of men and women’s lives. That light, God living in human form 
amongst men and women revealing the glory of God, spoke and said: I am the light of the world; 
whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life. (Jn 8:12) 
 
The devastation and gloom of life, the darkness which cloaks us (and all men and women down 
through the ages) and leaves us lonely, isolated and struggling to see the way forward, can be 
dispelled. 
 
It is dispelled by Jesus, the Word of God, God’s agent in creation who brought light into the 
darkness and chaos of creation, Now that Light has walked this earth and it is his firm and 
unbreakable promise that following him, placing our trust in him as the One who knows the way 
and can light up the path before us, will cast God’s steady and unquenchable light around us, and 
we will walk in safety. 
 
That light – according to the words of Jesus – is only available to those who place their trust into 
him and follow him. Darkness still pervades the world in which we walk with the Light of the 
World as followers of Jesus Christ. That’s why Jesus qualifies his promise: if you follow me, you 
will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life. 
 
But one day the Light of the World, Jesus Christ, will dispel all darkness – that’s the far mountain 
range in view in this prophecy. Listen to the description of when that will happen … This place 
does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is 
its lamp. The nations will walk by its light (Rev 21:23-24). 
 
What a prophecy and what a promise! Darkness – the darkness of sin, lostness, confusion and 
isolation, will be conquered by the light of Christ shining throughout the New Creation. No dark 
corners for anyone to hide because of guilt. Rather a purity and a brilliance which is brighter than 
the sun in its noonday strength. 
 
Do you want that light in your life….? 
 
b. The city - a promise of hope 
 
They will call you the City of the LORD, Zion of the Holy One of Israel. Your gates will always stand 
open, they will never be shut, day or night. (Isaiah 60:14,11) 
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God’s purpose throughout history is redemption/salvation/renewal/re-creation 
 
After fall – Cain fled and built a city where he hid from God – and cities have become places of 
darkness, political deals, financial manipulation, crime, murder, places where one fears to walk 
alone and trust is difficult to establish. 
 
This chapter (Is 60) is about a city – 60:14b… the city of the Lord, God’s city, where peace will 
reign, and the only slave driver is righteousness, where violence is abolished, and the only walls 
needed are not for defence but are the walls of salvation. 
 
One day, the city – the place of refuge for descendants of Cain will become the city of the Lord. 
That’s why on a green hill outside a city our Lord was crucified. He had come to redeem, save, 
renew, re-create a safe place for men and women and young people and children to live – the place 
the Bible calls The City of the Lord, the new Jerusalem. 
 
That prophecy – partially fulfilled when the Jews returned to Jerusalem after the exile 5000 years 
before the birth of Christ, was fulfilled more fully when Jesus died and rose again in Jerusalem, and 
will be finally and completely fulfilled when Christ comes again to recreate everything and to usher 
in the New Jerusalem, the new heavens and earth – as described in the account of Rev 21. 
 
That’s the view on the horizon from the summit of Isaiah 60 – a view that is so overwhelming that it 
leaves us longing for its fulfilment, but wondering, because of the evil that is woven into the fabric 
of our world, how and when it could ever happen. 
 
Do you want to live in that city one day….? 
 
c. The Nations – a promise of hope 
 
Nations will come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 
One of Marco Polo’s accounts of his journeys tells of “the possibility that the visit of the Magi to 
Bethlehem was a historical event - that the Magi came from Saveh [still a town in central Iran] and 
that an independent tradition of their visit to Palestine was maintained in the observatory town 
from which they set off, and in which they were eventually laid to rest.” (Dalrymple, In Xanadu, 
p,145) 
 
Yes – Matthew’s account of the gift-bearing kings is borne witness to in other records. Kings from 
nations in the east came to kneel at the foot of the new-born King – Kings came to the brightness of 
his dawn, his beginnings. 
 
That’s one range of prophecy in view from Isaiah 60. But there’s another, far more complete 
mountain range in view on the horizon – to which the visit of the Magi points. 
 
Look at Isaiah 60:14 … The children of your oppressors will come bowing before you; all who 
despise you will bow down at your feet and will call you the City of the LORD, Zion of the Holy One 
of Israel. 
 
People from many nations will come to the New Jerusalem, “with their kings led in procession” 
and “the sons of those who oppressed … bending low.” (Isa. 60:11 & 14)  
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Here is the final range of prophecy in view from Isaiah 60. Political power will be handed back to 
God and as Paul writes in Philippians 2, all those who have ruled on earth will someday bow the 
knee before Jesus, to the glory of the Father (Phil. 2:11), 
 
This amazing and revelatory prophecy states that a political reckoning will take place. All power 
that has been misused in political history must be handed back publicly to its proper source. The 
corrupt rulers of history must stand trial - not only the unrighteous kings of Israel and Judah, the 
Egyptian pharaohs, the rulers of Assyria and Syria, the Roman Caesars, but modern despots such as 
Hitler and Stalin, and all those who have mishandled power down through the ages. Their abuses of 
power will be brought to book at the final settling of accounts. 
 
Jesus Christ – in his teaching and ministry – called disciples and calls us today to follow him with 
obedience as servants, not power-brokers. He will also call to account in the New Creation all the 
nations and rulers who have not obeyed his summons to a Christ-like use of power. 
 
Every eye will see him then, and every knee, every nation, every ruler will bow before him to 
whom all authority has been given. 
 
Do you want to live with that hope in today’s confused and threatening world….? 
 
d. The wealth of nations – a promise of hope 
 
4  Lift up your eyes and look about you: 
    all assemble and come to you; 
your sons come from afar, 
    and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
5 Then you will look and be radiant, 
    your heart will throb and swell with joy; 
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, 
    to you the riches of the nations will come. 
 
Every coin, sovereign, diamond and ruby; every profit made by multi-cultural corporations, and 
every bonus made by greedy company bosses; every penny earned by every worker and employee; 
every gift given of music, art and writing; every gift given by which things of beauty are crafted; all 
these riches will be brought into the New Jerusalem, for everything that has been distributed by God 
to his creatures and creation will be gathered in for the glory of the Creator himself. 
 
So as we view this aspect of the far horizon, the words of our Lord come to mind: Do not worry, 
saying, “What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?” For the 
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first 
his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
 
Our security is not in wealth or possessions. The Christians reckons now that all these things are 
God’s anyway. As one writer has put it: There is not one inch in the entire area of our human life 
about which Christ, who is Sovereign of all, does not cry out, “Mine!”. 
 
As Christians, we look to this future horizon, trusting the words of our Saviour, and we say to 
ourselves, “I will not covet. I will trust God to supply every penny, pound, and possession I need, 
for it is all his, and one day I will have to give an account of how I have used what he has given me 
on trust.” 
 
Do you want to live with this eternal and secure hope….? 
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 Will we ever experience the Light of Christ shining gloriously throughout the whole of 

creation? 
 Will we ever experience what it is like to live in a city where there is no fear, no sin, no 

murder, no pain, but all are protected in the security of the presence of God? 
 Will we ever see the evil and despotic rulers of this world bowing low before the Lord of 

lords, Jesus Christ? 
 Will the selfishly accrued riches of this world ever be distributed fairly by the One to whom 

every penny belongs? 
 
Will it ever happen – Yes – in one sense every prophecy was fulfilled when the Son of God 
stretched out his arms on the cross, embracing all the pain, suffering, guilt and devastation of 
humanity and this broken world. In the utter perfection and completeness of his giving of himself 
on the cross, he bore every evil and all of its effects, redeeming and renewing. And every prophecy 
was confirmed with a resounding YES when Christ rose from the dead on the first Easter Day. The 
fulfilment of his achievement at his passion and resurrection is still being worked out. And when 
Jesus Christ returns in glory, the day will have come when every knee shall bow before him and 
proclaim that he is Lord of all to the glory of God the Father. 
 
And we cry, “Maranatha – Come, Lord Jesus.” 
 
Do you want that light in your life….? 
Do you want to live in that city one day….? 
Do you want to live with that hope in today’s confused and threatening world….? 
Do you want to live with this eternal and secure hope….? 
 
 
If so, in our lives and prayers, we must bow before him and give our lives, gifts and possessions to 
him, and admit very readily, Yes, Lord Jesus, you are the Lord of my life at the same time as we 
place our hopes for the future safely and securely into his hands. 


