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Dear Friends, 

September 19th 2020 will see us start our 9 month study leave at Capernwray Bible college and we are gloriously 
looking forward to it. Hearing God’s word proclaimed boldly, fellowshipping with live and enthusiastic students as 
well as enjoying the wonderful English countryside – these are some things that our bodies and souls are in great 
need of. Praise the Lord for this great opportunity and we thank you for praying and giving to allow us this 
experience. 

The last 3 or more decades we have been truly blessed and privileged to have served in Kosova 1986-91, in Albania 
during the revival years of 1991-2000 and then the last 20 years in Croatia. So many memories. In truth, we have 
seen many major breakthroughs in the growth of the Gospel.   

We would at this time, like to thank YOU specially for having co-worked with us during all these years. WE have 
done it together, guided and empowered by God’s spirit. So many times in the ‘80’s and ‘90’s we were amazed at 
some experiences, seeing multiple conversions, great growth in churches and wished that you could have seen 
the answer to your prayers. It was just not possible to show you the scenes, but we’d like to share some with you 
now. 

Kosova August 1986 

Stephen arrived unheralded into Prishtina, the Kosovan capital. Member care for missionaries was then an unheard 
of concept, but God had his “Member Care” all prepared. The first day, upon arrival at an international congress of 
the Albanian language, I made friends with one of the 60 participants, Shau Ping from Radio Beijing in Communist 
China and witnessed to him. Within 2 months he had become a Christian and we encouraged each other so much. 
Immediately after the two week congress finished, as I was struggling to register at the Prishtina University for my 
studies in Albanian language and literature, God sent me a special helper to assist me. Gani Smolica, fluent in 
English was just behind me in the queue and swiftly translated for me. He was in the communist party and a 
Muslim. We became firm friends, his lovely family befriending me, and as I shared Jesus with him, three years later 
he became a Christian. YOUR prayers and God’s power made all this possible. Now Gani and his wife Adile are 
ECM legends, who have led churches in Albania, helped plant the Lushnje church and then in 2000 returned to 
their home town of Peja, Kosova to plant the church they are now pastoring. Another great answer to your praying 
was when I was surprisingly invited to be one of the speakers before 1500 muslims in a Kosovan “reconciliation” 
meeting, where students and professors were trying to reconcile Albanians embroiled in  vendetta feuds. With 3 
minutes notice for preparation I spoke from Matthew’s Gospel on how Christ forgave us whilst we were His 
enemies. An 18 year old student Femi, son of an Muslim Imam of 40 years, was present who 2 years later became a 
Christian. Now he is President of the Kosovan Evangelical Alliance. Your prayers and God’s action. 

Albania and then Croatia 

Later as Tabita joined me in the Albanian ministry 1991-2000 we had the sheer joy of starting 6 thriving churches, 
leading hundreds of young people. Decrepit conditions in post Communistic Albania, but the joy of the Lord was 
around us. Your praying and the Lord’s action.  As we look at those halcyon years of God’s outpouring of blessing, 
we wonder at the Albanian co-workers he gave us, fruit of the harvest, fruit of your prayers, and TOGETHER we 
could take on the world, the flesh and the Devil. Make no mistake, YOUR PRAYERS and God’s action made a 
significant bridgehead into the then-atheistic Albania to develop His Church. Thank you for praying that Tabita and 
I should meet, whilst evangelising Albanians in Germany, and give us 3 wonderful spirit-filled children, Sheona, 
Joshua and  Benjamin. Your prayers, God’s action. 

 



 

 

 Then we moved to Croatia in 2001. This was a different scenario, somewhat less dynamic. 
However, we were also privileged to be in the middle of God’s action. 
 
Helping a young church develop in Western Zagreb where Tabita befriended Rahela, a mother of 
Joshua´s Kindergarten friend and brought her to the church, where the two became Christians. 
Then being invited by the Baptists to start a church in Eastern Zagreb, which has now been fully 
planted, starting two other churches. Your praying and God’s action. Thanks that God sought 
out and converted Tabita’s friend Snjezana and her daughter (Sheona’s friend) Mihaela. Praise 
God for the numerous children’s clubs Tabita has led and the inroad God has made into the lives 
of some 20, otherwise hopeless children.  
God has changed attitudes and brought encouragement and hope to the churchplanting scene in 
Croatia… through your prayers and through God’s action. 
 
It is no small thing that the wider Croatian church can see a successful churchplant and we 
thank God and your prayer support that the Lausanne-Croatia churchplanting network has been 
brought into existence. We thank God for you praying in Brazilian and Ukrainian missionaries to 
Croatia, spearheaded by Emanoel and Francine bringing dynamism and hope (and CHALLENGE) 
to the Croatian pastors and next generation and Kostya and Ira from Ukraine coming to bring 
expertise in discipleship training and 20 years of the Ukrainian revival to Croatia.   
 
They have been good years, years of blessing, but also years of toil and spiritual sweat. Now we 
rejoice that we move into a time of re-charging our spiritual and physical batteries as we set out 
to Capernwray Bible College, together with our son Benjamin, who himself will study there. 
 
As we thank you for praying for us and bringing blessing to the Balkans, we also recognise 
God’s mighty hand through your gifts to us down the decades. “Ebenezer!” God has provided 
until now! Since we set off with no resources, Stephen in 1985 and Tabita in 1993, God has 
provided through your “joyful financial sacrifice” all our life and ministry needs, raising 3 
children and sending all three and ourselves to Bible College (Stephen twice!). You are great in 
the eyes of the Lord and we are so grateful for your partnership in the Gospel with us, “as if you 
yourselves had gone with us”. 
 
So, we invite you to continue praying and supporting us financially for the next period of service, 
as we continue serving the Lord in Capernwray, and then afterwards in churchplanting in the 
Varazdin area of northern Croatia, seeking also to mobilise new missionaries from Brazil, 
Ukraine (and anywhere) to the Balkans as well as developing the Lausanne inter-denominational 
cooperation for the Propagation of the Gospel in Croatia, as well as other Balkan countries. 
 
Your praying has provided the punch to our ministry. God will carry His purposes out and it is a 
sheer joy to be part of His Work.  
 
 
With much love and gratitude, 
 

Stephen and Tabita

 
 
 

 Stephen & Tabita do not receive any financial backing directly from ECM and depend totally 
on designated support from individuals and churches.  

Donations or standing orders should be made out to “European Christian Mission”, clearly 
designated “for Stephen & Tabita Bell” and sent to ECM, Unit 34/35, Moulton Park Business 
Centre, Redhouse Road, Northampton NN3 6AQ, England  www.ecmbritain.org   
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

1990 Meetings for the Forgiving of Vendettas throughout Kosova  

https://youtu.be/ekYFN8axcks?t=640        
(Please use this link) 

Here is just one of the many adventures we have 
found ourselves in, for which you prayed for! Here 
I was asked to speak to 1500 Albanian Muslims 
and some Catholics during the Communist 
period. The occasion was where some 6 families 
had forgiven someone from the past (between 5 
and 30 years) who had killed a family member and 
who was then restricted to live in their house, for 
fear of being killed in revenge should he step 
outside into the village. I was able, through your 
prayers, to speak boldly and on behalf of our Lord 
Jesus, even though these listeners would 
normally reject talk of Jesus. Amongst this crowd 
was Femi, then 18, now president of the Kosovan 
Evangelical Alliance.  

Tabita and Stephen out for a stroll 
 in Fier, Albania 1994 

Police welcomed us, as the  
Gospel entered Albania 1991 

13 such preaching groups during the great 1991  
Evangelism. 40 met daily in each group and 8  
became Christians in my group, some now in full 
time service. John was preached 2 hours x 4 days. 

Radio listeners from Berat and 
Fier attended the 1st 2 week 
camp with 50 underprivileged 
from Tirana. 3 were baptised 
and churches started 
immediately afterwards in Fier 
and Berat 

Hundreds gather in the town of 
Seman, where the Albanians planted 
a church, travelling 10 miles by 
bicycle from Fier. Sali Rahmani and I 
speak and lead the singing for 
hundreds. 

Evangelism on the Fier town square. 
We learn by doing and when the Lord 
blesses, the church grows. 

THE PREACHERS’ GROUP 
Leaders from the churches meet 
weekly to learn pastoral work, 
theology and essentially, how to 
preach and lead. This is the 
main way the 6+ churches 
flourished and survived 

Tabita learning 
Albanian from 
Sheriana, who 
spoke German. 
Having just 
obtained her 
degree and 
pregnant with 
Sheona 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

15 years in the Dubrava-Zagreb church – The Bell family served together 

It has been a joy and a privilege that we have all been involved in establishing the Dubrava church. To attempt to 
describe the combined gifts and determination of all our family members… All we can say is, “Praise God that he put 
us all together and we look avidly to the future to see what he continues to do”.  
Above you see our final service in Dubrava 24th June 2020, “The Farewell” and under Corona conditions. 

DUGO SELO 
Churchplant in process 

Tabita painting faces as 
part of an evangelism in 
Dugo Selo. 25 faces in 3 
hours! 

Many were 
baptised, 
including 
Joshua 
and 
Benjamin!  

Lausanne Croatia 
has brought much 
unity and 
enthusiasm as 
pastors, churches 
and denominations 
have LOVED 
working together 
on many projects 

      Mobilisation 
Tabita and I have enjoyed sharing 
the Gospel and encouraging 
workers from abroad, eg. Brazil 
and Ukraine, to come and help us 
bring the gospel to Croatia and 
other nearby countries. 

 

 

Benjamin, Joshua and Sheona 
served in Dugo Selo 


